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UNMC Master of Diagnostic Cytology Program 
saw a 93% pass rate for SCT(ASCP)

CMS / CDC now recognize SCT(ASCP) 
certification exam and credential as approved 
for CLIA 42CFR personnel qualifications

SCT(ASCP) Eligibility Route 3: ASCP BOC Alignment with 
Program Director / Cytologist Expectations and Outcomes  

INTRODUCTION
With the advent of Master’s level cytology programs and an evolving scope of practice vet-
ted by recent Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) 
approvals, the ASCP BOC developed a Specialist in Cytology, SCT(ASCP) eligibility route 
specifically suited to graduates from Master’s level programs. The aims for this study were 
to illuminate the data-driven value derivatives of BOC-credentialed cytologists; as well as 
to assess the experiences from the newly developed SCT(ASCP) route and to offer insights, 
as well as support, for program directors, students, and cytologists.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Quantitative descriptive assessments of ASCP BOC data sources provided insights for the 
career pathways and trajectories for CT(ASCP) and SCT(ASCP) credentialed laboratory pro-
fessionals. Optimization of workflows, access, communication, and engagement of cytolo-
gy program directors was also assessed to align with program and graduates’ expectations.

RESULTS
Cytologists were first ASCP BOC credentialed in 1957. By the end of 2023, 16,690 cytolo-
gists have achieved the CT(ASCP) credential, with an overall 2023 pass rate of 82%. The 
SCT(ASCP) credential was first provided to the laboratory professional marketplace in 1959. 
Specialist in Cytology volumes rose to 787 practitioners (total) by end of 2023, with a pass 
rate of 96% (2023). Data indicates that 9.6% of CT(ASCP) cytologists achieve additional 
ASCP BOC credentials, most commonly with the SCT(ASCP) credential. As an emerging 
development, graduates from the first “Master of Diagnostic Cytology Program” cohort at 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) chose their primary credential exam as 
the SCT route 3 as a first-generation experience in late 2023, which resulted in an overall 
exam pass rate of 93%. The joint effort between the ASCP BOC and UNMC led to a success-
ful SCT route 3 Exam Eligibility Verification and Program Performance Report Process.

640,000+ BOC credentials attained 
worldwide since 1928

As September 21, 2024, there have been 
16,771  CT(ASCP) and 803 SCT(ASCP) 
BOC credentials attained by cytologists.

For more information contact: 
Amy Spiczka, DHSc, MS, HTL(ASCP)CMSCT, MBCM, CPHQ 
(Executive Director, ASCP Board of Certification)

ASC Annual Meeting – Submission 1154

CONCLUSION
Collaborative connectivity between the ASCP BOC credentialing agency with program directors, regula-
tory bodies, practitioners, and students objectifies positive outcomes. Evidence of this study affirms that 
evolving practitioner models require collaborative insights to be shared by all partners.
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CAAHEP Accredited CT and SCT Yearly Pass Rates

Overall Pass Rate 
81% (1,162/1,437)

First Time Pass Rate 
88% (1,086/1,230)

Repeater Pass Rate 
44% (83/188)

Avg: 82%

Figure B

Initial CT(ASCP) Credential 
and Additional “Stacked” 

Credentials Attained

SCT(ASCP) 50.78% (718)

MB(ASCP) 12.80% (181)

HT(ASCP) 12.66% (179)

MLS(ASCP) 9.69% (137)

HTL(ASCP) 6.29% (89)

PA(ASCP) 4.95% (70)

CG(ASCP) 3.39% (48)

QIHC 1.77% (25)

MLT(ASCP) 1.70% (24)

CT-NY 1.06% (15)
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